PERSONALITY IN POKER.

EIEMENT OF THE PLAYERS IN THE
FORTUNES OF THE GAME.

pittle Tricks of Manner ia His Opponents
Which Guide the Skiiful Player in Mak-
ing  His  Hets — Deduet! of a Yale
stadent — Conjectures K the Draw.
[l first disagreeable surprige the beginoer

j« Lkely 1o end ounter in learning the game of
poker 15, of course, the discovery that the hand
pe tonaly tmagined was the best one out in &
glven deal s in reiabty outclassed by some
Liher plaver's hand and that the pot ha deemed
we good e Won I8 the lawful spoil of that other
partcular form ol disappoint-
mt, however, s lkely to become so famils
jar in i short time that it will oecaston no shock,
e most optimistic player does not expect
i win every good hand, and he will soon he-
come aecustomed to the thonght that any-
e less than a royal flush is liable to be beaten
the implication of even a suspiclon of

1 ol ) s

withont
foul pla

[hee pext thing in the games which is likely
W 1 the plaver's mouth with ashes and his

. with a tleree longing to go out and kick
A [ew stars out of the firmament I8 the dise
ccvery that he has overestimated his antago-
nist < <trongth and has relinquished his own
gooid cards beeause he had not the conrage to
p i them when in reality his opponent was
peitting on elght high and plenty of nerve or
pomathing equally absurd. Tt 18 doubtful if
sven the best player that ever lived could en-
trely overcome the chagrin that follows the
perlization of having made sich a play. As
ime goes on and he gains axperience the good
paver will learn to control himself &0 as fo
g've no expression to his feelings, but even
t e and experience will hardly serve to miti-
gate the contempt he will feel for himsell at
hat ng bean bluffed.

The experience, nevertheless, 18 a part of
bia education and may be made valuable to
him if he have the gifts of observation and
snalvsis which will enable him to study under-
pandingly the personality of the man who
nas successiuily carried val the LIT that beat
hin. The racognitfion and comprehension of
tie bluff cunstitute the higher education in
poker, and without some measure of this kind
o/ knowledge no player can hope to attaln
na third degree. And the first element of
siccess in the diffficult art of biuff is the per-
sonality of the player. Similarly the best
safeguard a pluyer can have against the chances
of being biuffed lieg in his ability to gauge the
personality of those playing against him

This necesstty for an understanding  of
human nature generally and of individual chur-
acter in particular is what raises poker above
the lavel of other card games and justifies the
assertion of its admirers that it is very high
class tratning for the man of the world whose
afalrs lead htm foto close and  frequent con-
tact with all sorts and conditions of men.  For
{r ia to be remenibered that this study of per-
ponality 1s almost a necessary part of the game,
even In such plays as are made sirietly on the
merits of the cards, with no effort at bluff on
the part of any participant. 1t s fully as im-
portant to know  when your opponent is not
bluffing as it s to know when he is.  Indeed
the former feat {8 sometimes classed above the
latter since it leada 1o the highest achlevement
of the gama, namely the refusal to back a hand
which, according to the mathematical chances
of poker, calls for heavy batting.

An extreme {llustration of the force of this
ptatement was given by a Yale student who told
a story only last week of how he came to call
the first bet in a game he played in, instead of
plaving all he had on a hand that is rarelybeaten
In any game

“Our crowd had plaved together for quite a
whila,” he said, “and 1 had come to know a few
little peculiarities in the play of nearly all the
party. On this occasion that knowledge saved
me & good hit of money. Among the others
was one man who could not control the expres-
sion of his face sufclently to conceal the fact
of his having bettered his hand in  the draw
whenever ha happened to do o He did not
start, or exclaim, or smile, or do any of thoye
ohvions things that are only to be expected of
infants or expert bluffars on occasions, but there
was a slight tightening of the muscles around
the mouth that indicated to me that he felt the
necessity of giving no indication

‘It happened that a jack pot was "ﬁ"‘"m by &
layer on my left. The nest two laid down
lieir hands, and this man who sat at my right
came in without looking at nmr_? than two cards
frhi« hand. He had a way of lifting the corners
of his cards one at atime bafore picking up his
band, and | knew that his invariable rule was
not 1o come in on anvthing less than a pair of
jacke It was therefore clear to me, as he
doubtless intended it to be, that his first two
cards were jacks or better )

It was n:f' gnlu_\‘ next, and as | had four nines
pat, I raised It to the limit, keeping my eve on
the nan with the jacks, more from habit than
hecause of any feeling that it was necessary to
di <0. As he lifted his third card I saw him
rw a little start which told me that he had
ound a third. 1f It had been his fourth or
filth card that had nccasioned thestart, it might
have heen two pairs that he bad found, but as it
was the third | was morally certain that he had
tiren jacks at the very lenst and | looked with
fr»-ur squanimity to see him h'ist it when it cam
\sturn to bet again If he had dona so,
would, of course, have recognized my duty un-
der the eircumstances, and would have given
b the limit again to think about  But ha did
vt raise, und ns the opener had simply made
g0, and there were only threa of us in, of
;w iree | conld not play my fours any harder

ist than

Inthe draw the opener took one card, having
tve small pairs to draw to My antagonist
tonk two, and us he picked the first one up, I
saw the lines abont his mouth tighten in the
war | have described, whereupon the beauty
vansted from my four nines like a mornin
st knew | was beaten, and although
took one card it was a meramatter of convention-
aitv,and when I called his raise the opener
having bet n white ehip and he having raised
the limit, as | knew he would, I raised the bet
pirely out of deference to the character of
v own hand, feeling certain that his was
tie better, I would no more have raised him
1han I would have thrown my chips out of the
window

“There were two or three men looking over
my ahoulders and when they saw what 1 had
done  thev fairly howled with amazement,
Oneanggestod that 1 ought to besent 1o sundav
#1001 and another sald that furniture should
hehroken over my body, but if they were aston-
hed and grieved at first they were simply
stinued when the other man showed his four
Kings. It took me ten minutes to explain why
1 had done what 1 did, and even after that 1
imagine that some of them thought 1 was a

rwling infant who had been striuck by luck
A= by lightning "

I'he story s a good one and despite the reru-
tation of the narrator as a person of agile im=-
agination and fluent speach it may be a trua
oe Cortainly there is nothing inherently
Imprahable in ir, and if it be true it simply
sows that he had masterad the A B (' of the
roker player's art, The only notable point in
the varn is the gs=ertion that he laid down
or the first het . Most plavers would have heen
sufflciently dazzled by four nines pat to go
bak with at least one raise as A test of the
coreactnoss of their intuition  The play, as the

e man made i1, is only 1o be considered
®iind wien the absolute correctness of his
oheervation and analysis 1 conceded. Having
entire contidence 1n that, as he had, the only
rticiam to bhe made on his play 18 that he ought
ot to have called, byt should have thrown
'n‘ hand down Had he done that, however
|

o wonld not have seen the four Kings, and
i have been haunted forever after by a
i whether or not he had

aering doubt
Litken
[he simple watehing of another man's tricks

ol phvsical expression of emotion, however,
cenentary <kl One of the first things
Prperienes tegehies is the nacessity of over-

N those tricks in one's own play so as to

Avold cortainty of betraying the character
Wehand-hold toevery elose observer around
ible [t i perfectly truethat many players,
Jerians the maority, never sneeeed in master-
e thenaelves so thoroughly that they give
ndication by facial  expression, attitude
nr Con of the hand of the value of the eards
he ald. but on the other hand there are
' vlaver<. perhaps also a majority, who
et to read such signs in other players
" gree of aecuracy unless they are
e Fronotinesd 't hest players can do |
L. ind the (re the ones Who possess an
VIVANTAES that sometimes seems 1o amount

rvavanes over more impnlsive and less

Kiarded individunals
1 Liwy il w more scentifie method 'fr
| t the which, if

play  of an opponent
Hehhy mastered \\--whs give any player
vl 2o in the game amounting to eards

Vospndes in ensinn It mav he ;wll"l"d
veood plaver will speedily learn any of
reons physieal habits of his antagonists

wen rred to and will take all
Wvantage possible of any such betrayal

his hand that any other playver mav make.
femains trae. he ver, that the opponent

o fored is the one who has mastered

0 this respect, or who is gifted

Vit an impassive or  expressionless

1A who bk nerves that are too steads

: est emotion involuntarily.  The only
& toodo with an antagonist of this de-
peript to stiidy his system of play, for

It mist never be forgotten for a moment that

lap:ru plays not merely his own ‘hand
to £ 'nﬁ."'x“""é‘ oijh the 6?;
. and some Jju nt o
%wn ':nnnun he formed gﬂ::v any
“Every '“nnb.h plays pok
an who plays poker plays on some
sy stemn of"‘»h own, It may be 'ml the system
8 not original with himself, and it may be the
me system followed by thousands of other
ayers, or it may be totally unlike any other
man’s systewm, 80 far as he himsell knows.
It may a strict adherence to certain well-
known rules that are supposed to govern con-
servative play, or it may embrace such fool
hardy stunts as drawing to three flushes, in-
termedinte straights, a single ace. or a king
and nine, on the superstition that these two
cards, if of the same suit, are lucky. It may
even be a system of constantly varying the style
of play in order to mislead other players, but
stich ax it ix, every playver is tolerably certuin
to have xome sort of system of playing his
hands, which he will, as a general thing, ad-
here to with more or less fidelity.  \Whatever
It may be, any other astute player who watches
his play persistently and carefully can usually
come pretty near finding out what it is in the
course of time. And this system, whatever
It may be, forms a part of liw personality of
the player
But, ou the other hand, there are very few
‘)n\ ers who do not vary their systems at tines
wven the most cautious and conservative player
i likelv 1o play more or less boldly when his
luck is unusually good  And in various other
contingencies it is to be expeoted that any
rl;u'ﬂr will disregard the rules which he has
aid down as the best, generally spenking. Good
Ik will change some men's play, and bad
luck will ehange that of other men. This de-
pends largely on the temperament of the in-
dividual and is also 4 part of his personality .
Since the personality of avery man is an
exceedingly complicatad proposition, and since
It s of the utmost importance to svery poker
player 1o be able 1o Judge the man behind the
cards ha ix playing against as well as to guess
At the value of the cards, the study of individ-
nal character is a necessary part of the game.
To illustrate:  The first indication any player
can have of the value of the cards held by an
opponent s that afforded by the bhetting be-
fore the draw, unless indeed, his opponent
hias betrayed himself by some physic ‘wr-iun.
it may be a look or the contraction méfrely of ;
an eyelid, or it may be some more pronounced
sign, like a start of surprise. 8o far as the
scientific game goes the betting is the first.  If
the next man to the age comes 1n we have to
consider whether he is a careful or a bold player
If he is generally careful it may be assumed
that he has at least one pair. vet thers is no
(\-rnumf about this. If he has been having
unusually good luck he may intend drawing
to an ace. or even takinr five cards. On the
other hand, {f his hick be very bad he may
have hecome desparate and have pat up s
ante entirely on the chanees of the draw. We
are obliged to take his personality into consid-
ergtion
The next indication may come in the shape
of & raise before the draw. and ngain we must
study  personality. The raise may wmedan a
four flush, or it may mean nothi less than
three of a kind, or it may be n hh:\#, pure and
simple. By knowine the character of the
player and his habits of play we may form
A judement as to what he holds, but what would
be almost positive knowledge in the case of

one plaver will be only a hazardous guess in
another case.  And only in accordauce with
the indgment thus formed can we decide

whethier the cards we hold wre worth the risk
of seeing the raise
Alter the pot is closed and the draw is in

order there comes the next opportunity 1o
indge of what the other man holds hefore
the draw. This 1= in watehing the number

of cards he takes but again we find that we
have to take into consideration the personality
of the player. or at least the system he usnally
follows. If he takes three cards, of courss
the chances are that he has a palr, though it
is no unusual thing for a reckless player to
draw to an ace and hold up some other ecard
merely for the sake of conveying the impression

that he huas a pair We' mav suspect this
from onr knowledge of his play. but we will
certainly  assme for safety's <ake that he

has a pair. We may change this opinion later
it elrcumstances indicate that he is bluffing
wildly, but it would be an extreme case which
would lead to the supposition that a4 man draw-
ing three cards for which he nas had to pay,
does so on anything less than the strength of
one  palr And we must, if we know him
to be a cautlouns plaver, assume that he has a
palr of a certain size or better,  What that size
may be again depends on his system and on
the chance that for some reason or other he
has varied hia rule at this particular time

It he has drawn two -»amL only, the indica-
tion is not =o clear. 11 he be one Kind of player
he will almost certainly have thres of a kind
It of another kind he may have a pair of
aces and be holding vp a kicker mervly ns
a biuff Other players would  be thought
to have a pair only and an ace which they
would hold up in the hope of getting another
ace. Others still might be drawing to a three
flush or even a three straight and vet anolher
class would certainly draw two cards if they
held three parts of a straf@ht flush

In the case of a one-card draw the indica-
tion is still slighter. A player may draw
to two pairs or a four flush or four straight
or even an Intermediate straight, or he may
ou the other hand hold three or even four of
a kind and draw a siugle card only in order 10
disguice the strangth of his hand  The possi-
pilitins range from “pusted straight” 1o a roval
flush. and there i< hardly any possibility of
--Hﬂmu(lnf these possibilities by the person-
ality of the player excepting that we may
assume that certain persons will not pay to
draw to an intermediate straight

At the completion of the draw. thersfore,
we find that we have been able to form at least
a conjectural judgment of the various hands
against which we are to competa [or the pos-
session of the pot. Fven if some player has
stood pat we are aided by our knowledge of
his personality In deciding whether he really
has & pat hand or is bluffing on two pairs or
less even on nothing at _all Tha betting,
however, after the draw will afford still furtner
opportunities for studying the character of
onr opponsnt and of profiting by what we
already know of his general system of vlay
We inquire first whether he ix one who i likely
to bluff, remembering that any player is llabla
to bluff at times, but 6:«1 some do it very rarely
and only when their position relative to the
ne i Ikely to make a bluff effective. 1f he
be an habitual bluffar we feel safa in «‘ullinﬁ
him, provided all the others have droppe
out, and we have a fairly good hand. If he
meraly trails along after some other player
there is little opportunity to do more than
ealonlate the mathematical probabllity of our
hand being better than his, but even then we
may judge something by the manner in which
he pushes his chips forward or annoinces
his bet.

When it I8 remembered that in order to play
poker with any degree of siheeess one onght
to be able to judge not of the personality of
one other plaver along but that of fonr or five
or six. and to estimate the probahilities as
indicated by each one and all of them, the
almost infinite complexity of the game be-
comes at once apparent.  Without this stndy
of personality, however. poker would be re-
dured to the lavel of a show-down. It would
«till. by reason of the variety of hands he a
game that might fa<cinate some persons hnt
ft conld be callad intellectual no more than
eould the throwing of dice.

FACTS FOR TEMPERANCE FOLKS.
France Is nommln; Qnite a Centre for the
Preparation of Anti-Liguor Literature.

Fven ofeial reports issued from French
Government  Bureaus nowadavs must give
«ome aid and comfort to temperance crusaders.
Thus a bulletin issued by the Department of
Finance, a faw months ago, asserts that aleo-
holism is making alarming progress in France
In fifty vears the production of aleohol there
has increased two and a half fold and the con-
sumption per capita is three times as large as it
was half a century ago. Official warning 1=
given of the great evil thi= vast consumption
of aleohol is inflieting upon the country, The
amount of money wasted indrink is very great,
but the 150,000.000 francs spent annually for
liquors in France (3 as nothing compared with
the impairment of the pablie health

Now comes M. Raoul Leroy with an article
inthe Annaleade Hygiene on his study of alco-
holism in Brittany. He s=avs that since 1836
the consumption of aleohol there has been
stoadily increasing and & now two and a half
times as large per capita as it was sixty-five
YOArs ago he inerease or diminution of the
tax on brandy has never had the slightest
fnfluence  on consumuntion [nsanity has
largely  increased, keeping  pace apparently
wit nwprnqrnu.n(:llvnhnfn-mm-ummlnn

Another French lournal calls attention 10
the growth of aleoholism in Chill.  The matter
has recently been debated in the Congress of
that country. Some of the Deputies asserted
that unless steps were talen very soon to stop
the spread of the evil the health and morals of
the inhabitants would be completely
mined. According to the figures addnead during

the discussion the number of persons adicted to |

|

the axcessive ise of alcohol in thirty-three de- |

partments (s 6x /
ventage of drinkards is found in Santiago and
Valparaiso  Santiago. with only 300,000 inhabi-
tants, counts over 24,00 persons who are
addicted totheexcessive yseof intoxicants

An Appreciative Notice,
From the Raleigh News and Dbserver

WiLsos, April 24 The “0ld Maids Conven.
tion’ last night was an enthaslastie one and
gove great deiight to all who attended.

o that consecrated young woman so zenl-
ons and netive in good works the accoms-
the thanks of

plished Miss Bessje Worthington,
onur conmunity are due, for it was her taet and
«kill and zeal that gave n= this feast of fun and
frolie

Mrs. W 1* Anderson, a magnificent star of
historic brilliancy, was President of the conven-
tion, and ber ralings were saturated with finest
wit and humor  The hits were very felicitous
and kept the house fleoded with roaring streams
of heartiest langl ter )

We can't particularize or point out individual
merit no more than we coinld look up into the
throbbing dome of night and tell which one of
1l those glittering gers  had flung down
through the ocean of darkness the brightest

wave ol glistening light.

NOTABLE FEAT OF SIGNOK ANTONIO
PARROTTI. MAGICIAN,

Peculiar Case In Which a Call Was Made on
the Services of » Country Showman-—-Mrs,

Hunner's Desire to Get Downstairs and Her
Aversion to Ordinary Methods - The
surprising  Solaution Reached Finally,

“The tricks of & magician are slways in-
teresting,” said the man of experience.” | never
tire of watching them and trying to figure out
how they are done. This admiration for their
craflt has led me into at least & casnal ae-
quaintance with most of the prominent con-
jurers of our day, from the East Indian expo-
nents of the art to our own Hermann and his
satellites  and  imitators, But  wondrous
though the cunning of these masters in necro-
maney mav be 1 am bound to say that even
their most astonishing feats fall far short of
the achievement of Signor Antonio Parrotti

“Signor Parrotti, the Americanized edition
of whose name was Tony Parrott, was man-
ager, star actor, super and press agent of a
one-man, twentyv-act, itinerant vaudeville
show which made one-night stands at country
schoolhouses  for the benefit of the neighbor-
inu farmers and their families. I made Tony's ac-
quaintance one day in a smal! Ohio town where
both chanced to be stopping in the prosecu-
tion of our respective callings, and for four
weeks | travelled with him as o tenth-rate
showman,

“The first town we made after I became as-
sociated with Tony was Cagtown. After the
performance Tony and T had about finlshed
packing our working paraphernalia for trans-
portation to our next stand when the school-
room door was opened softly and a stout,
middie-aged, red-headed farmer came in and
xhuMed timidly down the aisle. When about
two feet distant, the man stopped and howed
reapeoctfully,

“‘Mr. Parrotti,” he sald abruptly, ‘U'd like to
ask you a gquestion. 1 want to know if there's
anvthing vou can do to get my mother down-
stairs.’

“Lony straightened np at that, and balanced
a wad of burned cotton on his left forefinger. 1
was looking squarely al lnm when the strange
question  was propounded. It must have
struct him fairly on the funny bone, for his lips
twitehed suspiciously, and ones I thought he
would laugh outright ‘The earnestness of the
interrogator was contaglous, however, and in
a twinkling Tony recoversd his dignity and
said. with imperturbable gravity

* “There certainly 1. There is no reason on
earth why any woman should stay upstairs all
the davs of her life.  But your statement of the
case is vague | nless I am acquainted with
cirenmstances connected with her being up
there, 1 cannot tell how to get  her down.'

I'he man podded approvingly . *Of course.*
he =iid, ‘1 underatand that, and I want you
and your friend here to g9 over to my housa
and put up for the night- -horse feed and vour
own bed and grub will be furnished scot free-—
and sen st how mother is placed and what
can be done for her,  If you ean get her on tha
ground floor I'll pay you anything within rea-
son for your trouble. My name’s Zan Buuner,
I live-back in the fields about a mile from here,
Everyhody in these parts abont me, and yvou
needn't be afraid but what you'll get yvour money
f vouecanouly bring mother downstalrs.”

“Tony looked at me inguiringly at the con-
clusion of this proposition, and |, scenting
something interesting ahead, vodded back
acquiescence in the plan

“Very well' said Touy,
we'll go!

1t was a little past 1) o'clock when Tony
and Zan Bunner and 1 left the schoolhouse,
Zan was the only member of his family that
had been present at the entertainment and the
rest of the household had retired when we
reached the Bunner bome.  But It was not a
part of Zan's purpose to permit early slaep 1n
his house that night, and in less than five min-
vtes after Tony and | had been ushered into
the dark, gloomy parlor, 1wo women and sev.
eral children came tumbling into the room in
various stages of drowsiness and undress and
grouped themselves awkwardly about and
stared at uswonderingly, Zanhimself appearsd
amoment later with the youngest child perched
on his shoulder and hastened to allay the anx-
fety of the family as 1o the cause of our uney-
pected presence

“eaey ) he said, addressing the vounger of
the two women, ‘this s Mr. Parrotti and his
friend, the men what gave the show over at
Cagtown to-night '

“The woman was thoroughly awake by that
time. She darted a gulck look at the threa
small boys huddled up at her right and turned
toward her husband angrily

Zan Bunner,” she sgid, d’ you mean to say
was 80 hoggish as to go to that show all by
vourself and leave thesa hlessed children at
home when vou knowed their Little hearts was
st a-breakin’ to see what was goin' on, an'
couldn't, becanse von said you couldn’t spare
adinme a piece?’

“The three voungsters in guestion, seeing
that they had found an ally in their mother,
set up a howl of regret for the pleasures they
had missed through the selfishness of an unfeel-
ing anvm and shook their grimy littla fists
at him menacingly.  Zan quieted this turmoil
after a little through the expenditure of con-
siderable physical strength, and said, stiffly

“Yon're raistn’ a mighty hullabaloo abont
nothin', von women folks and children are,
Yos | went to the show, but 1didn't intend to
when [eft home.  1iust happened to he around
at the Post OMee when the thing began and |
thought 1'd drop in a minute and see whint was
takin' place. It was all right, that show was
Mr Parrort] s a wonder and no mistake, but
he's goin' toshow yvou a trick right here in your
own house that ‘Il beat all hollow any other
trick that was aver showed in any schoolhonse
or any theayter in this land He's goin’ to
bring mother down to the ground floor.  The
minite | sea him growin' that geranium out
o' nothin' to-night, I says to myself, “Hero's
the man 't can manage mother. A man 't can
-anul bloomin’ lowers out o' the very atinos.
phere can certainly fix even her.” 1 ast him
if e could, and he said ves w0 | brought him
over. And yet vou folks set up and kick asif
volu wasn't @ettin’ your money s worth. You
ought 1o be ashamed of vourselves, takin' on
ao, and right before strangers too’ ‘Now,
gentlemen.” he added, turning 1o Tony and
me, ‘we'llgoupstairsand takeapeep at mother *

“The turbulent (eminine and juvenile por-
tions of Zan's family had been reduced 1o a state
of fawning humility by the farner's verhose
rebike, and thev wrapped their night robes
meek v about Ihl'nl' and followed Tony and
Zan and me upstairs Zan'smother was partly sits
ting. partly reclining on a broad, old-fashioned
horsehair sofa when the whola kit and bundle
of us went filing through her bedroom door,
With Zan's assistance she fingllv gssnmed an
npright postiire and looked about on the small
army of midnight invaders of the sanetity of
her sleeping  apartment with s bewildered
expression on her fat. pudgy face.  Zan came
arotund In tront of his mother presently, and
stood off regarding her attentivelv ns of making
a mental memorandum of her ample mensure-
ments s

S Mother,” he said, at length, ‘these gentle-
men's come to take vou down stairs'

“The old lady's evelids shiot back with an
almost audible click then, and she pulled at
the strings of her nighteap, nervously

“You don't say #0?" she said ineradulously.
‘Well, the Lord knows I'm mighty glad of it
hope they ean, but I'd like to know how they're
ver goin' to do i’
~ “Tony and | exchanged furtive glances, and
it was plan that Grandma Bunner wax not the
only person present whose milnd was revolving
this ;wrvl--\nuz question.  Fortunately for
us, Zan. having mh more to say on thesub-
fect of his mothers extraordinary conflne-
ment to the second story of the house, did not
press s with an explanation of our method of
dealing with helpless eorpulent elderly ladies,

then, promptly,

under- | byt proceeded. valubly:

“\_|nl|n-r'~ been up here in this room for
more'n three vear She come here on the
anth dav of March. just three vears' ago. to

12 A remarkably highpers | gora piecs of flannel to wrap aroand pap's lnme

arm, and she was taok <ick while bendin' over
that chest in the corner, and <she alnt been
downstiirs sinee At fipst. we thought it was
p'ralvsis that “d strack ‘er. but it turned ont
to be something else -1 don't just know what
She was mighty siok, though, for pigh on to
two months, and we didn't dare move her
off ‘0 that bed By and by she begun toget
hetter, and as she fimproved  she got faf
Mother was thin as Laeyv, here. when she come
into this room three vear ago for that flannel,
and just look at her now' Pve got 1o be o
pretty good indee of heft by guessing on hogs
and calves and <l and | wonldn't be afraid
to be bet that mother'd weigh nigh on to 100
pounds. IU's on necount of her size that she
can't @et downstalrs The  doors are  blg
enonh for her to pass through, but mother's
ifraid. She's afrald <he'll fall and hurt herself
If she tries to @o down the steps

“Zan’s mother spoke up then in her own be-
half “Yos," <aid <o ‘T am afraid, and 1T am
not ashamed of |t f never knowed but one
person that was a< hig a< | am and that was
Zan's Unele Jdake | pele Jnkie nover went
upstairs bt once in in his lite and he (el when
woin' down again, and broke three ribs and
his 1eft leg and was laid up for weeks and
weeks.  The fact o, 1 don't L:.

ow whether he

‘,

MRS. BUNNER'S - DESCENT. |

ever real wel! or not. So you don't catch

me takin' any ch :

' 'llve nucmcﬁ several things.' put in Zan
in self defence ‘| mentioned cuttin’ a hole in
the floor and lettin' mother down on a platform,
but she was afraid the ropes ‘d hn-.‘s, on Ace
count of her heft. Then | spoke of gettin’ her
out at the window and lowerin' her by means of
pulleys, but mother insisted that the pulley was
never made that would hold her up, ~ The next
thing | mentioned was a jackscrew, the kind
they use in raisin’ houses | thounght mebbe
we could put one of them on the ground just
outside the window and Tasten mother on top
and serew it down into the earth and lower her
in that way, but she wouldn't listen 1o that
either. There's only one thing | can think of
now, and that {8 to shave off the whole second
story of the house and set it down on the ground
80’8 mother can step right out into the yard. I
the house was frame | ¢'d do that easy enough,
but it's pretty hard to separate a brick house
round the middle. There, that's all I've got to
b Now Mr. Parrottl, how do you propose to
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“Now that the crucial smoment had come, |
looked at Tony anxfously. Tryving though the
ordeal was, not once did his consummate assur-
Ance waver

“OMr. Bunner,” he said, ‘vou have given
vourself much  unuecessary worriment. 'lo
ower your iother to the ground floor will be a
matter of great ease and simplicity for any
one  accustomed 1o such things.  But youn
really must pardon me to-night. 1 am very
tired now and need rest before attenipting her
release. 1 shall be astir early, however, and |1
promise vou that before breakfast to-morrow
your mother shall take a stroll in the orchard

and garden.’

“The Bunners fairly overwhelmed Tony with
protestations of gratitude

“La, la" sald Zan's wile You can't im-

agine what a relief that'l! he 1t ain’t no funto
hiave 10 carry meals and thing= upstairs thres
times a day, 1 ¢'n tell you.'

“Wea all separated then  Tony and I were
shown into a room on the second floor, across
the hall from Grandima Bunner's apartment,
and soon tha Bunner family had songht their
respective couches for the second time that
night, Onee Jocked in onr own room | took
Tony to task severely for giving an unqualified
promise to come to Mrs, Bunner’s relief

“‘How oneartharevouever going to aceon)
rlluh it?' 1 asked, ‘Zan's suggestions were all
1
n

ngenions and I think he has covered the field

retty thoroughly. 1 can’t think of any plan
more feasible, myself. Why didn't you eraw-
fish a litrle and r{mpl\' say vou'd try?

“Tony threw himself across the bed sleapily.
‘Because, ' said he, ‘Crawfishing 1s not a part of
my business.  I've got a reputation to main=-
tain, and vou can't keep up a reputation on
crawfishing. 1've never vet been asked to do
do a thing that 1 couldn't gel around some
wav, and | don't propose to meet my Waterloo
here in Zan Bunner's house  But don't bother
me any more aboul that now.  i'm all worn
out.  Mavhe the spirits will whisper me come-
thing in my dreams

“The excitement and work of the day had
told on me as well as Tonv, and within o few
minutes after the light was extinguished we
were both sound asleep.  Neveral hours Inter
we wore awakened sitnultaneousiyv by a peculinr
grinding, crunching sound as of a ship laboring
fnn heavy senand [ was conscions, the minute
raised mv head, of a sinking, depressing feeling
in the region of my abdonen, as if 1 were
being let down from a great height. Involun-
untarily, 1 inmped out of hed A< 1 reached
the floor 1 struck against Tony who had sprung
from his bed on the opposite side of the room
at the same instant.  We eollided with mutual
grunts of wonder and alarm

“Land of Goshen, " exclaimed Tony
are we? What's happening?’

“tpon't ask me | retorted, "Were either
passing through an earthquake, or slse this is
the worst case of haunted honse on record '

“The grating, erashing noise continued for a
few  minutes longer, then we struck  solid
ground with a kerplunk that threw Tony and
me flat to the floor and sent unsubstantial
articlss  of furniture tiying promiscuons|y
around our heads This unsettling elimax was
succaaded by 4 moment of intense stillness
Tony and 1 were partially dazed by our fall
but in a few seconds we regatned onr feet and
made for the windows, We drew the eurtains
aside and looked out. Streaks of duwn were
visiblein the east and these heraldsof approach-
ing day, together with the fow remaining
stars, sufMoed to light the outside world with
tolerable distinetness Fony was first to
speak atter we reached the windows

Lord of Love." lie said.  “The miracle has
heen performed, and withont my help We've
ull been 1ot downstairs.  The floor of the sec-
ond story is on a lavel with the ground .’

We raised the sash then and stepped
ont, and our feet sunk deep in the eold. damp
grass By that time sereams in various keys of
hoth bass and treble clelis were heard issuing
from many portions of the house. and soon
members of the Bunner family came tralling
out throngh the second-story windows into the
vard A< Zan Bunner emerged from his own
window still with the ubiguitous haby on lis
shoulder, he caught sight of Tony and rmished
torward and clasped the little showman's hands
affectionately

“Luey,' ho ealled back to his wife, ‘what'd 1
tell vou? | =aid he'd st mother down, and he
did.” 1'd liked it a little botter, Mr. Parrotti, if
you hadn't jarred things up quite so much, hut
we can't have everything as we'd like it in this
world, and 1 &'poge T oughitn't complain abont a
little plasterin’, and window gluss, and a few
lamps and dishes and sich/’

"{\‘m. his native shrewdness, Tony per-
cefved the possibilitios of the situation ke o
flash and he followed up the advan tage haold!

Wall, to tell the truth,” he said, T'nia hitie
disappointed in the  manifestation. my =it
but it's hard to regulate an affair of this kind
st &0, 1 intended to have the house sink
easior. and T thought to have it happen abont
dayhght, but somehow . after [ got matters in
working order, things got a little the start of
me wasn't prepared for it myself I'hat's
why we're out in our bare feet, Jacksonand 1.

“The Bunners took Tony's apology for the
shaking up he had given them at it= face valne
and went in and led out Grandma Bunner. The
old ludy had her promised stroll among the
trees and when she sat down with the fumily at
breakfnst time, 1 think she was by all odds the
happiest wornan | aver snw

"1t beats anything ever heern tell on’ she
said, looking across the tahle at Tony, admir-
ingly. We'll have to build anotherstory on top
o' this, 1 reckon, and take these bedrooms for
parlor and kitehen and livin’ room, for we can't
cook and eat under ground all our davs, hut Zan
wont mind the expense of carpenterin’®, <o long
us I ean get out, will vou, Zan®’

YAfter broakfast Zan took Tonv aside and
offered to pay him 830 for performing the mur-
vellous feat, but 1 want it laid up to Tony's

‘Where

eredit that he refused toaccepta centof it The
news of Tonv's wonderful power as a conjurer
spread rapidly.  There  were probably  not

moare than a dozen people in the whole neigh-
borhood, nxecept Tony and myself, who under
stood that the Bunner honge had been bt
over a covered-up exeavation dating, for all we
knew. from the days of the mound builders,
and that this superficial foundation had ¢hosen
this apportune time to give way and let the
whole house down into the hole in the ground
We who were fortunate to ferret out the natural
explanation of the miracle were mute on the
stibiect. and Tony fairly coined money in the
rural districts from Ohio to the Pacifie coast
on the strength of the magie emploved In get-
ting Grandma Bunner downstairs’

FOUR GENERATIONS FOUGHT.

Son. Father, Grandfather and Great-Grand-
father Captured With Gen, Cronje.
From the New Orleans Times-Democrat
“f don't kmow of any better illustration of
the way the Boer families have gone into the
fleld,” <aid one of the oMeers of the transport
Milwaukee, “than the fact that we had four
generations in a single group among the pris-

oners we took with Cronie to St Helena

“It was a remarkable party and consisted of
great-grandfather, grandfather, father and
gon. The boy was about I8 lus Iather was
&0 or  thereabouts, the grandfather was
a man of 6, and the old patriarch of the
lot  was nearly s They had all  been
under arms in Cronje's laanger when it made
it« last stand, fghting in different 1renches,
and after the surrender they naturally drifted
together. They excited vy interest, and |
talked with them on several occasions during
the vovage. It sesmed that they had been Hiv-
ing on one of the great catte ranches of the
northern veldl, forming one big household
with their women folk, and knew nothing of
the war until the order came (o turn ont lfor
active servies  Of course they helonged to
the loenl ‘commando’, or militia department,
for that section, but it was not a regnlnrly dis-
eiplined orgamzation, and they had never even
drilled together hen the eall came the
father and son responded first and joined Cron-
je's army.  bater on there was another regni-
<ition tor troops, and the grandlather shoui-
dered his rifle and hurried 1o the front. About
the time Cronie started on his last retroeat the
old r{rmn-grmull'mhnr go! uneasy and set ont to
soe hhow ‘hishovs, " ashecalled them wersgetting
along  He arrived st hefore the final <tand,
and, onee inside the laager, he conldnt get
get out; =0 he took a gun from a dead man _and
went to fighting along with the rest of the fam-
[15)

Ihe tour Boers ~|r|’|-_-k me as good, honest,
simple-minded men.  They had no idea what-
pyer of the causes of the war, the principnles
involved or the relative strength of the two
wides All they knew was that the ‘rooineks
were tryving to invade the republic and that
Oom Paul had called on them to come oes and
fight  The whole crowd were Fatalists of the
deepest dye. They were prisoners of war on
a strange ship, salling away to a part of the
world as unknown to them as the mountains
of the moon, bt they accepted the situation
as stoically as =0 many Turks. | asked the
grandfather how he thought it wounld all end
‘God knows,' he replied, calmly. ‘But don’t
vour expect to get back to vour home and fam-
fiv again?’ 1 inquired. 'God knows, he re.
peated, and went on smoking hi< pipe "
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RUIN HIT HIS FROG FARM.

ELDER HOPKINS'S PET SCHENME
RUINED BY A JEALOUS NEIGHBOR,

How Seth Adams Trained His Ring-Necked
Snakes to Plunder the Elder’s Preserve, and
How the Elder Got Back at Him With the
Ald of a Few Watchful Snapping Taurtles.

BrooMming Grove, Pa., 7 "Frogs,

June 7
snakes end new-fangled ideas concerning farm-
ing were responsible for the feud between
Flder Hopkins and Seth Adams,” said Deacon
Williams sadly. “The trouble started with an
item Elder Hopkins read in the paper about
some fellow on Long Island who was raking
in money by selling frogs’ legs

CIf the legs of those Long Island frogs are
sought after by a luxury<loving and deluded
community,’ the elder said to me, ‘what will
be the result when I turn a large supply of the
famons nonpareil frogs of Pike county loose
on the community? It's my opinion there's
lots of moneyv in the scheme. And | don't
know of any man [ would rather «ee with money
than a certain hnmble, but worthy elder. whose
natural reluctance to following the plough grows
stronger each day.’

“The elder’s farm was right on the edge of
a swamp and as soon as he got this idea settled
in his thinking tank he fenced in a little place
for the frogs

s inventive facalty, and not trodeing in
the swamps looking for big green bullfrogs
that brings fame and fortune to good men
in this closing vear of the century,’ s=ald the
elder in his pions way. ‘I'll just make this
pen of mine look attractive and homelike for
lonely bullfrogs and they will flock to it. That
will make the dimb briutes happy and will save
me a lot of trudging.  These long, cold winters
are hard on those poor animals, but T will guar-
antee any bullfrog with <alable legs that wanders
into my pen against freezing to death.’

“And the elder toddled back to his farm
with the benevolent air of a regularly incor-
porated Bullfrog Humane Society

“The elder arranged a little runway  with a
drop gate at the entrance to his frog pen. Then
a short distance from this he strung bright
piece s of red fannel and bits of meat and other
things attractive to a hungry bulifrog. 1t
was easy for a frog to get into a pen, for after
he had come a little wavs down the ronway
theend board dropped and he was a prisoner
But there was=n't anyv way of getuing out I'he
swarnp being full of frogs they were attracted
hy the bait the elder <pread in plain sight and
it wasn't but a few days before the pen began
to Al up. 1 didn’t approve of the plan

CSpearing a4 few for vour own ise
i all right," 1 told Elder Hopkin-. ‘But thig
wholesale deluding of Pike county croakers
i= another thing, These frogs< have lived on
the edge of your farm for years, and they have
Come 1o trist And now vou play on their
affections and love of red flannel in order 1o
provide city people with frog legs and vour-
solf with easy

frogs

Vvou

money

Jut the elder wasn't 1o be turned from his
aoherie ‘Lots of these frogs would be killed
by snakes or hawks hefore the summer is over
anyhow “And
its @ merey to let them die an easy death for
the benetit of a worthy old man. 1t's my belief
that's what Providence intended them for

Providence will repay you in o WAy
sti=pect for abusing the econtidence of
trusting Little amimals," 1 replied, tari-
And Providence did

That  same dayv 1 strolled over
Adams's place. whieh hordered on
swimp as the elder’s tarm. only a httie further
1o the south I found Seth fixing up a queer
Jittle hut i his back yard.  The hat was filled
with rochs and had lLittle holes dug in the
ground and a stove in the middle of it. The
inside of the hiat was warm and comfortable,
but it looked more like the hiding place for a
1ot of snakes than a habitation intended for

human  twings
“What am L doine?

=aid in his obstinate way

yvou
don’t
those
like

1o NSeth

the sane

repliod Seth, in answer
to my enrous inguiries. “What am 1 doing,
dencon? I'm fixing up a_ home for snakes.
Vhere's no creature with the intelligence of a
Pike county blacksnake that has so hard a
row to hoe, almost frozen to death in the
winter and with nothing but a hole in the rocks
to live and bring his tamily up 1 during the
stmmer.  But it will be different after vour
Unele Seth has completed his little retreat for
indigent snakes with growing families.  Heat
and warn milk will be =upplied tree of cost to
any respectable  black=nake. 1 have guite a
mimher of tnmates for this little home now.
And the beanty of 1t = that any snake who has
spent i few hours under the fostering care of
vour Lnele Seth may wander, but he i< sure to
return in the end t's a regular Snakes' sSnug
Harbor | have designed for worthy, but home-
less, raptiles '

‘Well, 1T was clean puzzled.  Seth
good man, and a plous man, but he alwavs
rubbed the feathers off the eagle betore he
would let go ot a dollar. And 1 couldn’t under-
stand the sudden aceess of benevolence which
made him so ansious for the weltare of Pike
connty blacksnakes

“*it's the act of a man with a good heart,' 1
wald approvingly. Bat where does the rake-off
for Seth Adams come in?’

“Seth looked hurt

S ecomes in, amonk other things, in the
conscionsnes=s ol doing my duty toward these
active and intelligent 1f underestimated snakes
doacon.  And if vou will look closer you will
see that not only have | provided a warm home
to which these snakes will be sure to return
after their dayv's work i= done, bat, tfor fear
they wight swallow something whichwould in-
Jure thent, 1 have put a ring about each snake's
neck.  Then they will bring home whatever
they eateh and vour Unele Seth can determine
whether 1t 15 for their hest interests to retain
it. And. deacon,” Seth says in sort of a sly
way, if the little scheme T have in mind works
right. 1 think that is a question thatwill gen-
erally be answered in the negative”

“Hut what can even homebred nlacksnakes
bring in that will be of value to Seth Adams?’
1 a=ked him, althongh | was beginning to see
through his game

“Seth grinned.  “Well, deacon,” he  replied,
they might bring home trogs. Blder Hopkins
told me awhile ago that there was a lot of money
in selling frogs” legs to the city folks.”

‘Pretty soon Elder Hopkins began to notice
that, although his trap caught as many frogs
as before, the number in the pen kept decreas-
ing. At first he thought there was a break in
the pen. But after tinkering around and
finding everyvthing was solid he began keeping
a watch  One morning the elder saw a black-
snake steak in hetween the palings of the pen
and grab o bullfrog. The bhnlifrog was too
hig to be taken out through the openings in
the pen. bt the snake just swarmed up one
of the posts and was off bhefore the elder had
recovered from his astonishment. A minute
lnter in_came another snake and snatched &

Wis a

frogg.  The elder Killed snake No. 2 and
found there wa= a ring abont the snake's
neck which prevented him from

swallowin
the frog. Then the good old elder n-nu-mhorv-a
hearing some one tell of Seth Adams's trained
snakes, and putting this with the fact that
Seth had heen shipping a lot of frogs' legs
lntely. he knew where his own frogs had been
disappearing to. The good man chased oyer
to Seth's place spiuttering with rage

‘A member of the church and a candidate
for the presideney of the Pike County Reform
Club, and vou not only receiye stolen property,
bt corrupt innocent reptiles and lead them
from puths of virtue and train them to snatch
awuy the procesds of a worthy old man’s 1ol
und n.mh‘:-.‘ he shouted at Seth. who stood
in the vard sorting ont the crop of frogs de-
livered during the last twenty-four hours hy
his talthiul snakes

Neth was calm

Come oyer here, elder.” he saysn 'he tone
of o man unjustly aecused, ‘and identify any
frogs which have come from your pen’

“Of course, there weren't any distinguish-
ing marks on the Elder Hopkins's hreed of
frogs. =0 the elder was sort of at sea. Then
seth became indignant

‘Beciunse | lagish care and affection on (hese
sunkes and put rings on them so the poor, un-
ywroteeted ereatures won't choke to death, am

to be acoused of being a rohber? said Seth
I protect these stakes, but I ani o blacksnake
Jwepherd to follow them throngh the swamps
and turn them asida whenever they approach
any invention for eapturing deluded bullfrogs
Any frog with the Hopkins brand on it vou
can have,  Bat don’t come around unjustly
acelsing A man wWho puts in his time nour sh-

ing the energetic, (f neglected, Pike county
bhlacksnakes )
‘Flder Hopkins was certain Seth's [rogs

had come from the Hopkins's pen, but there
wash't any way of proving it So he went
hotoe botling with rage and tryving to plan out
come way of getting even with Seth.  The
next afternoon | ealled on the elder. Al his
trogs wers gone. but to my surprise he Was
as bland and as saling as a summer day
Talking of neglected animals,’ <gd

the

elder. with benevolepes  just shining from
his connte o, T don't kvow of momore de-
sorying, bt les popular animal than the snap-
ping turtle Now that mv frogs are gone |

don't knon of a plice where spapping turtles
would be more at home and happier than in
the mud of that bulifrog pen ’: would he
the act of a Christian, of an unselfish man, to
fill that pen with weary. if vagrant, snapping
turtles ' )
‘And he did Snapping turtles sere plent
fu! in the swamp. theelder and his sons worked
hard gathering them. and by the neat morning
there wasn't & sqiuare foot of that frog pen thnt
didn’t have a snapping turtie concealed under
the mud, with only bis head sticking out, The

doe oy gyl

:3:1." t that ‘to get int
m#. R pen was sure to get into

“In the morning Seth started his snakes out
ufter frogs. The snakes had learned by ex-

ience that the best hunting was to ba ound
n Elder Hopkins's pen. The first snake crept
in the , poked around in the mud and ran
up against a snapping turtle which took a good
krip and held on after the impartial, medita-
five manner of snapping turtles. A snapping
turtle may have faults, but noisy loguacions-
ness isn't one of them. The turtle didn't want
to make a disturbance. The snake wasn't in
a position to.  The result was that one alter
another of Seth's snakes came trailing into the
pen, travell ground until thar particular
siake disturbed a snapping turtle and then
stopped. By noon every one of the snakes
was acccounted for and the faithful, if reticent,
turtles were still on hand and open for husiness

“When Seth missed his snakes he came over
1o Elder Hopkins's bullfrog pen.  As soon a4
he saw the snapping turtles scattered all over
the pen he knew the fate of his per snakes
Seth forgot that he was a member of the church
and the language he used regarding Flder
Hopkins must have driven the record in.
angel to theuse of shorthand  But the elder
took it plucidly.

U1 was only following out the lesson you
taught me, Seth,” he said in his neekest tones
"Just trying 1o make a home for homeless snap-
pingturtles [ never dreamed vour snakes would

et hurt, for you told me they didn't hunt frogs
n oy pen.  You have my sympathy, and |
will try and get back the rings that were about
vour snakes’ necks. But who would have
thought tha! snakes brought up under the eve
of Seth Adams would have mistaken exira
sized snapping turtles for bullfrogs?"  And
the good man sighed as if he was dee) -t\‘ grieved
over the whole affa'r.

“It nearly broke up the church thongh, for
Seth said he wouldn't stay in with such an
old hypoerite as Flder Hopkins and persuaded
some of his friends to leave, too. But the elder
only heams in his most pious manner when the
affair is mentioned and =avs that Seth is un-
kind to him. ‘Seth was so sorry for homeless
snakes,” says the elder, ‘that [ couldn’t feel
like a man who had done his whole duty unless
I provided comfortable quarters for wandering
and lonely snapping turties,'”

COUNT A MINUTE?

A Detective's Story of a Gambler and a Watch
Set In a Ring.

‘What time is 11?" asked a man who was
riding with a detective in a cab the othar day

The detective pushed an almost invisible
lever on the side of the setting of a large camoo
ring that he wore on the third finger of his left
hand. Then he placed his left hand at s
left ear, and listened for a moment

Seventeen minutes past three " he replied

‘Now vou can o ahead and tell me abont
that.” said the man who was riding with the
detective. The man had watched the de-
tective's method of ascertaining the time with
[ can see that that big ring of yours
of course. Let's have

CAN YOU

fnterest
is & repeating wateh
the rest of it"

This ring and repeating watch combined
sald the detective ‘helonged to one of the
most notorious of the swagger gang of short
ourd players who used work the ocean
steamers  He's hean dead for ten years now,
and as his family are pretty good people, and
one of his sons 1= an officer in the army out
in the Philippines, 1 needn’t mention his name
He was the champion of his class, thomgh

“This eard sharper had this ring 1I'm wear-
ing made in Switzerland for a purpose.  He
made many of thousands of dollars with it
Hic game was this way. When a gang of men
ot one of the steamers on which he was a pas-
senger would get together in the smoking room
or cardroom and get to betting on the ravolutions
of the screw. on the weather the day's
vovage, on any old thing, he would gently
butt in with a4 crack to the effect that there
wasn't one man out of a hundred that could
properly count off a minute, that is, that conld
exactly, or anything like exactly, apprehend
the pas-age of sixty seconds. This would
lead 1o a discussion and the sharper would

altempt 1o prove his statement by referring
to the fact that few referees of prize fights
are able to count ten seconds oOver i prostrute
fighter with anvthing like aeccuraecy. Then
there'd he more chaw on this point, and finally
the sharper would suggest that all  hands
present chip into a pool, sav of $100 each, the
whole hum]le- 10 be walked away with by the
man in the pool who could count the nearast
to & minute. The crowd never fajled to bite

‘Now if you want to experiment, you let
vour wife or »ome one hold a watch for you
and vou try to count a minute. If you come
any nearer than five seconds to the minte
without plenty of practiee you may call vour-
self a man with a pretty good idea of time,
There are few things harder to do than to agree
with the second hand of a wateh in counting
sixty seconds

“Well, they'd all go into the pool and some
disintorested chap ‘nd be brought in to hold
the ticker and each man's count would be set
down on aslip of paper. A< the man who sug-
wested the pool. the card shark would modesty
wait until they'd all had their trials before he
essaved to count his minute  He'd rest his
head in hi< left hand and watch them amiis=-
edlv while they tried to make an even-up min-
ute with the wateh- and it never happened
that any of ‘em go! within better than three
seconds of it one way or the other, They were
always at least that much shy or that much
overdue

“Still leaning his head in his left hand, then,
this crafty, cheerful worker of the steamers
would walt for his turn. and then, with this
almost inaudible, but audible snough. bit of a
ticker right close to his ear, he'd wade i and
count sixty seconds to the dot, almost. He
never did it exactly to the dot, hecanse ha
didn't want to excite suspicion, naturally, bnt
he alwavs got under the wire a winner by a
second or o from all the rest of the bunch in
the pool.  As I say. he won thonsand« at this
scheme and only one of the vietims ever sis-
’w-wd that he had an inside way of keeping
ah on his minutes

“He worked this trick onee too often. Oddly
enotugh. a Seotland Yard man got next to the
gag. Now. Scotland Yard men are as a rule
pretty obtuse and opaque and a few other
thing= like that, but this Scotland Yard man
wias an exception to the rule, and he tumbled
to the card <harper's Hitle stall.  The scotland
Yard detective was in a minute-guessing pool
for o five-ponnd note himself, and the attitude
of the short card man in counting off his pre-
ciae sixty seconds struck him as being a bit
peculiar.” He didn’t sav anything right then,
but after the short-card man had gone out
atter gathering up the pool, ha mentioned his
suspicions to g couple of other passengers
When the short-card player returned to the
card cabin the Seotland Yard man, sure that
he was right, walked up behind the sharper,
who was =itting down, and suddenly grabbed
his left wryist saving

“Let's have an inspeetion of that ring"’

“The sharper promptly jumped to his feet
and knocked the Scotland Yard man flar. The
cat was out of the bag, however, and all the
men in the compartment, who'd been in the
minute-giessing pool called upon the sharper
to show up his ring With a _very much ax-
wrieved air the shark pulled off the ring on 13-
third finger and threw it on the table, protesting
in a digntied manner that they hm} no right
to doubt his integrity.  When they'd got
through examining the ring without finding
anything unusual abont it. he took it hack,
laid 11 on the table again, got & hammer and
broke it open. It was iust 4 plain caneo ring,
that wa= all, with no works or anvthing else
fnside of i1, This sharper was a wise gazabu
in his generation., you see, and he had a duplicate

as far as the outside went — of his watch ing
along with him for just such an emergency
The Scotland Yard man got the laugh. of course,
and the shark was restored to the fayor of all
the men who'd suspected him on the detective’s
say so, and was able 1o pose hefore then as
an ontraged man for the remainder of the voy-
age. But henever tried the ganme again

“I'his short card man quit the steamers and
with a competency led a square life for ~ome
yvears previous 1o his eashing in. When he
was on hig last bed he sent for me  1I'd known
him for a long while and handed me thisring
said he didn't want to leave his children any
old thing that had served him in his former
life of grafting. It's a fine bit of work and s
worth about 81000, ['ve worn it off and on
for a mumber of vears now.  No." concluded
the detective, smiling, “T haven't done any busi-
ness with it "
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CANNON BALLS FOR SALF.

Extracted by the Hundred From the Walls of
an Old Safety Vaalt,

Workmen engaged in demolishing the forty-
eight-year-old five-story build ng  at
sonthwest corner of Wall and Willian streets
have found a number of elght-pound iron ba'ls
letinto the joints of the granite slabs forming
the outer wall of the vault
in what was the basement of the buildiig
Anout two hundred of the balls have been
found One of the workmen was sure he had
discovered some Revolntionary 1elies,” and
suceeeded in disposing of a number ol the
“cannon balls™ at 50 cents aniece  So nany
ol the metal spheres were diseovered that the
price soon fell to a pint of beer  The discovery
and sale continued Tuesdav and yesterday und
as there are a few siabs <tillin place there will
probably be more “relics’ for sale to-day

The demolished building wa= occupied by
the Atlantie Mutual Insurance Company and
by the Phenix Bank., The vanlt measures per-
haps 15x20 faat  The granite slabs which form
its outer wall are eighteen inches thick. T'he
ton of each one was hollowea out to recrive
half the iron ball and the bottom of the next
higher one was holiowed ont to receive the
other half. Possibly the metal balls waera pnt
in to bother any burglar who might seek to Jig
through the wall.
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IRISH MOUNTAIN HEALERS.

CURES FOR EVERY ILL IN DONEs
GAL, SAVE ONLY OLD AGE

‘There Are Old Men d Old Women With &
Knowledge of Herbs and Simples and There
Are Others With Speclalties Long De
scended - Falr Doctors and Seventh Sons,
Copyright. 100, by Sewmos MacManve, Y

Though every fifty square miles or so of
our mountain districts maintan a graduated
and salaried medical doctor, who i1s supposed
to look atter the bealth of his constituents,
this position is pearly a sinecure. We die

only of old age. and no doctor 15 peeded (o

ard its operations

Taking advantages of vy

Iristunan, | may put it this way - We never geb

stk but when we do ww need no doetor, when

we do need a doctor we wont have him, and
when we have lum we are heartily ashamed
of ourselves

lilness is =0 very rare with us that when on@
is struck down the exceptional fact is the topi@
of conversation both at home and in the neighe
boring parishes  1f the il one be a man—the
rarity of which would astound people-welle
wishers came from far, after their day’'s work
to upbraid hin for consenting to notions, and
exhort him to get up early the morrow morne
ing, take a good, hearty breakfast. and in God's
name go out to his work and hake the notions
off him  In every mimor iliness the universal
panacea = togotoone's work and shake it off,

[ know a man who has been ill for six seare

with some affection of the nerves.  He has withe
i the past few weaks recoverad sufficently te
muster eourage to leave his bed and go out of
the house and take up his spade.  During all
those years the pari<h had kesn pity and kindly
sympathy for his wife and lus children, never
neglesting to plant her crops in the spring and
reap her harvest in autumn.  But huving nevee
known them=elves what nerves were, they had
no use for nerves, and no appreciation of them.
Micky Glacan was troubled with nouons-==
“Micky's as soun’ a< a bell. e has neither paig
nor ache he gives in himsel! he has neithee
pan or avhie  BUs the worst case of notions we
ever knew  Andit cablack pity for his womane
In all the < years Micky lay ill he did no#
as<k for and would have a doctor. He
didn't hiinsel’ know, he confessed. what was
wrong with hine and it would be hard {or the
doctor to know the doctor would only ge
poisoning hine with black hottles ™

When the doctor = called in it s only in eve
tremity and then rather for form’'s saks tham
for faith in his knowledge and art "If poop

Pardin shonld go (which the good Lord forbid"

I don't want him to be able 1o cast up to measlf

again that 1 left any thing undone.” 8o, when

things look their very blackest, and the gathered
wisdom of the parish shakes ita head and sars

Pardin may notlive nll mmorming, one messengee

goes for the doctor while another hurries fo@

the priest

For the infrequent ils that will befall eyen ouw

people, however, we have cures not included im

the pharmacopeia prescribed by doctors who

don’t know a Latin declansion from a door-mat,
In every district there are three or four old
women deeplt versed in herbal lore, women
confident of their powers of curing any thing
that (t 18 in average nortal power o cures=
women tamiliar with the curative properties
of yarrow, seven sisters, hog-hine, Ennszlio
malden's-hair, meadow sweet, day nettle, elf
tong e and {1 y-Ave other medicinal plants.
Iikewi=e the seventh son of a seventh som
i« well known by us= 10 be gifted with extraons
dinary healing power.  And certain famili
too, inherit a supernatural gift for healing o
particular diseases. The rose tery=ipelas), for
instance, = cured by the application of three
drops of the blood of a MuaetCathal. Though t)
whitlow terysipelas on the hand) mayv be cu
by a herbal compound prepared from nine ﬂdﬁ
|

privileges as ag

not

of varrow, nine of cockoo sorrel and nine
each of the billars (male and female), it uhon‘
he ohserved that in cures where nine units
are eventually employed it is alwayvs necessary
1o gather ten i the first instance and throw
the tenth away. As these cures have undoubte
odly deseended to us from pagan days, [
lieve the tenth intended as a propitiatory offere
ing to the god of medicine, who had t hese herb@
in hischarge \
Furthermore, we Lave our doctors who
certain diseases, not by  any supernaty
ywowers, but scientifically, by virtue of an in=
erited secret, which is imparted frojn father
ust

to eldest son upon his deathbed now
there passed my window a neighbor with his
underjaw bandaged. He is our tailor and has

cancer on his under lip. A week ago he wen$
to a poor, old mountain man, who is now in

ossession of tha cancer cure which has been
n.ald by his family from time immemorial.  He
paid the old man the nsual fee of $2.50 for his
cancer plaster and had the plaster applied.
The plaster is now lansening in the flash the
caneer roots, and two weeks hence (it is epls
culated) the cancer will have been drawn ou$
root and branch

The plaster is, of course paining the patient,
hiut not considerably . The cancer has only
heen growing for two vears,  In cases whers
it had been much longer rooting the plaster
would require a longer time to work and would
canse keen pain.  Those who, hefore seeking
the remedy, have let the cancer grow for many
vears av siffer incaleulable pain--a pain
which keeps them awake night and day when
things are reaching a erisis,.  But unless
the cancer was fir<t permitied to undermine
the constitution this plaster f« an infallible
cure. T am intimatel v acquainted with a nume
ber of the healed

Although $2.50 is the [ee for the plaster, cnz
half for a special visit from the healer. shoul
vonr wish to see Lim while the plaster is workse
ing (and he mav eross ten miles of mountain
to the patient . any person unable to pay this
suim may tender what he ghiooses, or not payv at
all: for noor as this old man 15 e recognizes
that God's gift< <hould ~ometimes be used t®
the glory of God

Ihe enre of the droad hydrophobia is in the
possession of a wan. too, in the northern moune
tains of [reland. 1t has been in his family for
A couple of hundred vears.  Anv one bitten
bv a mad dog s sent within a few davs after
the accident to the “doctor.” as he i< loeally
known and with Lim remains under treatment
for three dav- I'he treatiment merely congisty
in living oniy upon 2 heead composed of harley
meal ponnded garlic and some secret snhe
stance. with water for drink Al other solid
and Hgnids must be abstained from. The patien
romunerates aecording to his means and wish,
and goes home cured Patients come to this
man from all parts of lreland. and the eure {8
seldom or never known to fall. Some few
have develaped hyvdrophobia after undergoing
the treatment hut these are <aid to have vioe
tated the riles the doctor entoined them t®
Oohserve

There is another varisty of healer who 18
nowadavs verv rare and ranidlv becoming
ectinet  the fairv doctor, to wit aman who hag
his knowledee from the fairies and has some
power over them. and is partionlarly skilled i
enring iNness hoth in man and heast, indu
by supernatural sagene All diseases which
the medical wisdom of the parish fail to come
preliend notions and wental diseases, in mane
kind andelf-shiot incows all these come within
the fairy doetor's provines  Whether or no$
he has sumernatural power has ever hesn &
point on which onr paopls have divided. Meraf
of the women have faith (n him most of the
men none. The proportion of nunhelisvera is
of course. vearly growing greater. bhut !h"‘
are still many who put implicit trust in hig
professions

The niltinlicity of healers {5 a hane oftensp
than a hlessing for w hen & voung person withe
out enongh autherity or will power 1o res|
the doctors falls 111 every old woman with &
name for medical lore in the parish descends
npon the tranbled household and each enjoine
the imnediate trial of her own specifie. 8o
that if the voung man or young woman hy
the very execess of vitality syrvives all the
plasters ‘and votions inposed the miracle in
one that might not hear a second tosting
rotemhber the case of one poor fellow who ha
henn unmeraifully tried b the too great kinde
linees af the pari=h herhalists, To govern his
patienecs as he suceeedod i doing, was an
achisvement of na small moment. But At
length when one old woman, coming to inquire
what effect her cure ninetesnth. had upon
him asked (0 her most sympathetic topes

Well Billv a thaisge Low do vou fee
Feal “~aid Billy. “1 fee] like a disrensary,®

and with a grunt he turned to the wall

The salaried doctor hig distriet ros
oo ves trom the eounty VA \vear H!

Taves

dijties ar_to answer all sick calls and to atten
the puhlTe dispensar for tan hours twien g
week For siek calls e charges, arcording 1o

the worldl cumstances of the patient, from
$125 tn 82 and o rare cases 85 for a wisit,
Those that are unuhle 1o fee nmust ale
tond gratuitonsly on recept of an order from
A local @uardinn of the pong oy sueh persons,
also, medieme 1« dispensed froe

Generally, however those wino wonld have
the doctor but are anable 1o de
o aveent by avaling themselyes of these ticke
ote prafer dolng without Ll

A it =i of $2m0 & needad tor th

hn L]

ar mwedieine

purpose by the parent who colleges a son (o]
the mediea! profession
An O1ld Clock's Six-Years Rest, |

From the Cincinnat Enquirer,

Fianiay, Ohin, June 3 - Ger. lsane Davis of
this city, well known throughout Ohin as the

“Wan! Ring,' is the posse-sor ol & peculiar
clock  After a silence ol s/ x vears vesterday {8
began ticking as tunafylly and reguiarly as

thongh it had never hoen silent  Ths clack is
made entirely of wond, works and all and wag
manufactared by Ephram Downiog &

1 town of Bristol, Conn,, in iiid
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